


Reef RescueReef Rescue
an all volunteer, grassroots, nonprofit, 501(c)3 an all volunteer, grassroots, nonprofit, 501(c)3 

organization.organization.

Formed by a group of recreational divers to Formed by a group of recreational divers to 
address a lack of effective resource address a lack of effective resource 

management at the local level. management at the local level. 

Our ranks now spread worldwide and Our ranks now spread worldwide and 
include divers and noninclude divers and non--divers alike concerned with divers alike concerned with 

protecting the threatened coastal ecosystem of protecting the threatened coastal ecosystem of 
south Florida. south Florida. 



Florida’s coral reef system
3rd longest in the world

Over 6,000 years oldOver 6,000 years old



Southeast Florida Coral ReefsSoutheast Florida Coral Reefs

The reef resources which lie within a four-county area from the northern boundary 
of Biscayne National Park in Miami-Dade County to the St. Lucie Inlet in Martin 
County annually sustain more than 71,000 jobs and generates $6.3 billion dollars 
in sales and income for Florida. 

Source: FDEP February 2009



The reefs from Key Biscayne to Martin County are The reefs from Key Biscayne to Martin County are 
outside management zoneoutside management zone……

home to threatened and endangered specieshome to threatened and endangered species



PBC some of the last healthy reefs in FloridaPBC some of the last healthy reefs in Florida

Palm Beach County top US scuba diving tourism destination



Staghorn & Elkhorn the major reef Staghorn & Elkhorn the major reef 
building corals of the Caribbeanbuilding corals of the Caribbean



Staghorn CoralStaghorn Coral

97% of Florida’s staghorn and elkhorn 
corals have died in the last 25 years.

Photo: October 2009, Bath & Tennis Reef, Palm Beach, FL



Listing history:Listing history:

•• May 2006 elkhorn and staghorn (Acropora) May 2006 elkhorn and staghorn (Acropora) 
corals arecorals are added to the Endangered Species List added to the Endangered Species List 
as threatened. NOAA/NMFS determines the as threatened. NOAA/NMFS determines the 
species are likely to become in danger of species are likely to become in danger of 
extinction in the foreseeable future.extinction in the foreseeable future.

•• February 2008 NOAA/NMFS proposes February 2008 NOAA/NMFS proposes 
designating Florida waters from the shoreline to designating Florida waters from the shoreline to 
90 ft. deep, from Dry Tortugas to Palm 90 ft. deep, from Dry Tortugas to Palm 
Beach/Martin county line as Critical Habitat (CH) Beach/Martin county line as Critical Habitat (CH) 
necessary for the conservation of the species. necessary for the conservation of the species. 



Critical HabitatCritical Habitat
is the area occupied by the species at the is the area occupied by the species at the 
time of listing, which contains features time of listing, which contains features 
essential to the survival of the species.essential to the survival of the species.

The designated area becomes a The designated area becomes a 
management zone for efforts focused on management zone for efforts focused on 
species recovery.species recovery.



•• During the public comment period the Town of Palm During the public comment period the Town of Palm 
Beach argues to NOAA/NMFS that none of Palm Beach Beach argues to NOAA/NMFS that none of Palm Beach 
County should be included since staghorn coral colonies County should be included since staghorn coral colonies 
in PBC are not significant, the reef structure in PBC is not in PBC are not significant, the reef structure in PBC is not 
suitable habitat and the Critical Habitat Designation will suitable habitat and the Critical Habitat Designation will 
result in increased cost of compliance for beach result in increased cost of compliance for beach 
renourishment projects. renourishment projects. 

•• November 2008 NOAA/NMFS issues final Critical Habitat November 2008 NOAA/NMFS issues final Critical Habitat 
Designation dropping more than half of PBC and moves Designation dropping more than half of PBC and moves 
northern boundary south to Boynton Beach Inlet, northern boundary south to Boynton Beach Inlet, 
excluding the reefs offshore of the Town of Palm Beach.excluding the reefs offshore of the Town of Palm Beach.



•• December 2008 Reef Rescue files formal petition December 2008 Reef Rescue files formal petition 
with federal government to revise CH by moving with federal government to revise CH by moving 
northern boundary to Palm Beach Inlet. RR northern boundary to Palm Beach Inlet. RR 
provides documentation the reefs offshore off provides documentation the reefs offshore off 
the Town of Palm Beach contain the features the Town of Palm Beach contain the features 
essential for the survival of the species as essential for the survival of the species as 
described by NMFS and documents the presence described by NMFS and documents the presence 
of staghorn coral on PBC reefs north of the of staghorn coral on PBC reefs north of the 
Boynton Beach Inlet and offshore of the Town of Boynton Beach Inlet and offshore of the Town of 
Palm Beach. Palm Beach. 

•• July 2009 NOAA/NMFS finds July 2009 NOAA/NMFS finds “…“… the Reef Rescue the Reef Rescue 
petition presents substantial scientific petition presents substantial scientific 
information that the critical habitat designation information that the critical habitat designation 
revision may be warranted.revision may be warranted.”” NOAA/NMFS invites NOAA/NMFS invites 
public comment until August 26, 2009.public comment until August 26, 2009.



During the public comment period FDEP During the public comment period FDEP 
and  PBCDERM send comments supporting and  PBCDERM send comments supporting 
moving the CH boundary north to the moving the CH boundary north to the 
Palm Beach Inlet.Palm Beach Inlet.

The City of Lake Worth issued a The City of Lake Worth issued a 
proclamation supporting the Reef Rescue proclamation supporting the Reef Rescue 
petition.petition.



The Town of Palm Beach reiterates their 
objections…







How can you help?How can you help?



Visit Visit www.reefwww.reef--rescue.orgrescue.org

Click on TAKE ACTION:

to view Action Alert page where you can send an       
email to The Town of Palm Beach requesting they   
withdraw their objection to federal coral habitat   
protection.


