Palm Beach County
Reef Rescue




Reef.Rescue=

ItECImalassiopispnenpIelitS04(c)S
elganization.

: re rmed By a group of recreational divers to

address a lack of effective resource
management at the local level.

Our ranks now spread worldwide and

" include divers and non-divers alike concerned with

protecting the threatened coastal ecosystem of
south Florida.
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The reef resources which lie within a four-county area from the northern boundary
of Biscayne National Park in Miami-Dade County to the St. Lucie Inlet in Martin
County annually sustain more than 71,000 jobs and generates $6.3 billion dollars

in sales and income for Florida.
Source: FDEP February 2009
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home to threatered and endangered species
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Palm Beach County top US scuba diving tourism destination
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97% of Florida’s staghorn and elkhorn
corals have died in the last 25 years.

Photo: October 2009, Bath & Tennis Reef, Palm Beach, FL
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WV EVAZ006) elkhionn and staoghernn (Acrepora).
corels afa addacl o igia Eficleigicjdiacl S gacias s
ZSalEatenea. INOAA/NIVIES determines tne
SPECIES AlE! lIkely tor become In danger of
SYAUNEHIBNNIN e Toreseeable future.

e EEERIliER 2008 NOAA/NMFES proposes
%ﬁésignaﬂng Florida waters from the shoreline to
= 00 {it. deep, from Dry Tortugas to Palm
- Beach/Martin county line as Critical Habitat (CH)
necessary for the conservation of the species.




Al Habitat e~ —

[SAEAEA0CCUPIECY e SPECIES at the
urrr PIlIsting, WhIChI contains features
ntlal 10 the survival of the species.

;he @designated area becomes a
== management zone for efforts focused on

SPECIES recovery.




N

=

.- -r-,-_-_,"‘"'- i ~_—
SR IHERE  pUblic comIERt pPerod the iewWn: of Palm
BEEEhrarguessto. NOAA/NMES that none ol Palmi Beach
Courrty sroulel ge ncliclec since steicjelar corel coloplles
NEBEEREE oL sIgnIficant, the reef structure in PBC is not
sl eshabitat and the Critical Habitat Designation; will
esuE IRNRceased cost ofi compliance for beach
urlshment projects.

DeS|gnat|on dropping more than half of PBC and moves
Aerthern boundary south to Boynton Beach Inlet,
excluding the reefs offshore of the Town of Palm Beach.
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VECEIEr 2008 Reef Rescue files formalNsetitionis
WithNEderal goVEmmEnt to reviseseiEMoy moving
JeIAhENI boundany torPalimiBeachrinlet RR
orovlc 25 cloctirierlteiiior] il feefs gifsrlore ofj
| Je r WG Palm BEachrcontalin the ieatures

Jugitiele the suivival eff the Species as
fkediby NMES and documents the presence

_-_.~g‘- ghorn coral on PBC reefs north ofi the

eVALenR Beach Inlet and offshore of the Town of

dlirEeach.
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- 'July 2009 NOAA/NMES finds “... the Reef Rescue
pPetition presents substantial scientific
Infiermation that the critical habitat designation
revision may be warranted.” NOAA/NMES invites
public comment until August 26, 20009.




PIIREFIE PUklIc comment period FIDEP
MBRRECIDERNIsend comments supporting
geYIIerthe CH boundary north to the

RElifirBEach lnlet.
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~— The City of Lake Worth issued a
proeclamation supporting the Reef Rescue
petition.




TOWN OF PALM BEACH

Public Works Department

August 26, 2009
RIN 0648-XP68

Ms. Jennifer Moore

National Marine Fisheries Service
Southeast Regional Office
Protected Resources Division

263 13th Avenue South

St. Petersburg, Florida 33701

Dear Ms. Moore:

We are providing the following comments related to your July 27, 2009 notice in the Federal
Register (74 FR No 142, pages 36995 and 36996) regarding the January 6, 2009, petition from
Palm Beach County Reef Rescue (the Petitioner) to revise elkhomn and staghorn corals’ eritical
habitat (PBCRR, 2009).

The Town of Palm Beach provided comments to the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS)
regarding the designation of critical habitat for these species on May 5, 2008, copy attached (we
would be pleased to provide the attachments to that letter upon request). We believe that those
comments remain relevant to the NMFS current 90 day finding for the petition to revise the
critical habitat designation for Aeropora palmata and Acrapora cervicornis (Pelition).

We believe that the NMFS did a comprehensive, deliberate and thoughtful job listing critical
habitat for these species of Acropora published as a final rule in the Federal Register on
November 26, 2008. As stated in your notice on this Petition, critical habitat is designated under
the Endangered Species Act (ESA):

(i) the specific areas within the geographical area currently occupied by the species, at the
time it is listed...on which are found those physical or biological features (1) essential to the
conservation of the species and (Il) which may require special management considerations or
protection; and (ii) specific areas ide the geographical area ipied by the species at the
time it is listed upon a determination by the Secretary that such areas are essential for the
conservation of the species. '

The NMFS final rule published on November 26, 2008 (Final Rule) provided for clear and
concise Primary Constituent Elements (PCE) for the two species as:

1

MAILING ADDRESS: Post Office Box 2029 + 360 South County Road » Palm Beach, Florida 33480 = {561) 838-5440
LOCATION: Suite A » 951 (ld Okeechobee Road » West Palm Beach, Flosida 33401 + Fax No. (561) 835-4691

full authority under the Section 7 provisions of the ESA to protect those colonies through
informal or formal consultation with the action agency.

Extension of the critical habitat further north is not warranted based on the known current and
historic distribution of A. cervicornis. Such an extension of the critical habitat is also not
necessary to avoid jeopardizing the species. Based on the above, we strongly recommend that the
NMFS maintain the geographic reach of the critical habitat that was established in the final rule on
November 26, 2008,

Sincerely,

H. Paul Brazil, P.E.

Director of Public Works

Enclosures:  May 5, 2008 Letter from Greenberg Traurig
May 6, 2008 Letter from Greenberg Traurig

Ce: Peter B. Elwell, Town Manager
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Reef Rescue: We found rare Staghorn coral where Palm
Beach officials told feds it wouldn't be

By SONJAISGER and ANDEEW MARRA

Palm Beach Post Staff Writers

Thursday, Oetober 01, 2000

EIVIERA BEACH — Excitemsnt & brawing
this moming about a petch of life no one knew
was flovrisking in wabers a mile sast of the
izland of Palm Beach.

Scuba divers for the non-profit sroup Palm
Basch County Reaf Rasrue anmounced they have
stumbled across 8 proviously undiscoversd fisld
of rar= Stachorn coral - a gpacizs on the

Enden gered Species List since 2006,

W ve found the lareest fisld (of the coral) inthe
county,” Reef Rasrwe's diracior Ed Tichanor
=aid. "We're really swrprised by this.”

The find i& sienificant, Faaf Rescue contemds,
becauss it comes az Palm Basch town officials
object to federal habimt protaction for the =2,
whare only small poclets of the sndangerad
coral had been found previcusly. Town officials
conband thet thiz protected corzl & vnoommon in
Pzlm Besch's waers,

Town officizls did mot retem phone calls seeking
oomament this morning.

Rzaf Rezcus and other anvironmentslizsts hops
that the dizcovery of the coral will convince the
National Marine Fisherisz Service to antend itz
protactive srea north to Palm Beach,

The fadersl agency last voar hed dezienatad
sbowt 1 300 =quare miks of ocesn floor =
orifical habitat for the comls, rangine from the
Fiorida K ays north to the Bovnion BeachInket

But Pelm Beach County Feaf Rosoue has
petitioned the sovernment to extend it @ the

Laks Wiorth Inlat, including the town of Baim
Beachs coastline.

Stzrhorn coral was daclared 3 thesaened species
in 2006. It naturzlly is found throuehout he
Florida Kays the Bahamss, the Caribbean
i=lands and Venazuals.

The National Coesnic and Atmospheric
Adminiztretion notes thet disazse and demags
from homans and huwricanes has wipsd ot up o
o8 parcant of the Staghorn population since
1980,

Atons time, scisntise belisved thet the Saghom
populstion sretched no further north then Bocz
Faion's waters, but over the lsst savers] vears it
has baen found throughowt the waters off Palm
Beach Covnty, Tichenor zsid thiz morning,.

The divers who found this fisld Banrdsy wera
leoking for Staghorn coral but never thooeht it
would be s0 abundant.

They estimee the field iz between 100 and 300
feat long.

"1 was expacting 1o se2 it but nod 2= moch” said
Connie Gaxgue, & Palm Beach resident who lad
the dive group. "My reaction waz "Wow!
Everywhers vou loolad, ther it was”
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Reef Rescue floods Palm Beach officials with

By WILLIAM KELLY
Caily Mews Staff Writer

Sunday, October 04, 2008

Palm Beach County Reaf Pesoue formed in 2003
afier 2 group of scuba divers and
environmentlists rallisd to force the Cityof
D=tbray Beach to close 8 sawaze pips that was
spewing partisily trested outflow into the ocean.

The divers hed noticed slese blooms sprouting
on @ coqal reaf nasr the pips ovtfall, and
contended it was killing the raef,

Reeaf Rescus's campeipn of opposition —
including "Suaf the Sewer” T-zhirts the nonprofit
eroup sold to Delmy residene — vielded resule.
The city agreed in 2006 to clozs tha pips, =nd did
20 April 1.

*The rezson they did was ow email campsien,
sd public ralations campsien. to lat avaryons
know what they wem doing," Reaf Rescus
Diiractor Ed Tic hetvor ssid Pridey. "It was not
uvnlike what we're doing tods ¥ with the Town of
BalmBeach™

In lozs then oo wasks Feaf Foscue ha: flondad
Town Hall with 400 emails calling on the own
1o drop its opposition D federal habitst

prota ction for staghorn coral found off the town's
coast Many of the emails were from out-of-own
sovba divers who zizned on to 2 form latter Fleaf
Restue providad on i Webzie.

"We have an email tist of seversl hovsand
people and we 35 other srovps o forwend it”
Tichenor smid. "The scuba divine network is
widldwide , and Palm Baach County is s top
diving destinstion”

The eroup sepped vp pressuge lzst week witha
pr= sz confarance and dive trip publicizing its
discovery of & reportad Bi-foot-by-30-foot patch

emails pushing coral protection zone

of the corsl in watars abowt 2 mile of fzhore from
tha Bath & Tanniz Club.

Faef Fesope says the find proves the staghorn
coral can thrive in loc sl waters. Staghorn coral
has basn proteced by the fedarz] Endangarsd
Spacies Act since 2006,

Faef Fasous has petitioned the W stiona | Marine
Fishariaz Service o antand the northem
bovndary of a critical hebitat zome for the comsl
from the Bovnton Inlet 15 miles north to the
Baim BzachlInlet

The fisheries sarvice has =id it will apnoonce i
dacizion Jan. 8.

The subject has raizad quastions sbout howa
proteced zone misht sfact the town's plans to
continue to drede offehome sand and
periodically rebuild itz eroded beaches.

Town officials have been reluctant © disozss
the ir oppozition in that comtext, but hawven't
denied that it is 2 concem. Cosastal Sysems
International, 3 ©own consultent, has =sid the
habitst deosirna tion would lensthen
emvironmental r2iaws forbeach fills withowt
sdding substantizl protection for the coml

Before Feaf Fasoue announced ik discovery of a
=ta ghom coral fiald, the town had arpued there
wasn't enoteh of the corel to justify the habitat
protection. The town hes now sdoad Resf Rasme
for the dive coordinet=s so it can inspact the
coral pah itsalf.
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Visit www.reef-rescue.org

Click on TAKE ACTION:

to view Action Alert page where you can send an
emall to The Town of Palm Beach requesting they

withdraw their objection to federal coral habitat
protection.



